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usbmg t,he Junta.? the 1epox‘er

asked. “That’s " right,” the

Marine replied. L
The problem is much larger

TEr Cho PASL WO Gays, el
has|.

JJohnson | administration
Jseen :,.applm" with  what
mignht hest be deseribed as a
-eredibility probler of its own
snaking, From e White
House ‘on dowr e highest
offteials , of e
lave been busily «Lcnvmg that

the Urited.States role in the,

Dominican Repullic 'is any-

tuing other. taan one of stricty

asutrality.

These deniinl- have come
trom Presicential Press Sec-
retary gleorge FEeody, from
Secretary of Stase Dean Rusk
Jdrom United Nations Ambas~
-sador Adlal Stevenson  and
‘from Ellsworth Bunker,
Ambassador to the Organiza=
tlon of American States.

. The Administration is. dis
as other

coverilig, however,:
“Administrations have in the

past,. that when the gap be-:

1iween a government's actions
and its words bhccomes dig-
cernible, it is in trouble.

i

News reports from Santoq]
Domingo, "appearing in  this|
have |
‘told of U. 8. Marines assiste

newspaper and others,”

Ang the junta forces of Gen.
Antonio Imbert = Barreras
‘against the rebels of Col.
JFrancisco  Caamano  Deno,
News photos and television

Ailm clips have reinforced this.

impression.
One film seen by. pelhaps
millions of Americans on CBES-

TV showed an interview with |

a U. 8. Marine. As machine
.guns chattered In the hack-
Eround, the Marine described

‘the rebels as the “enemy.) © :
- Were the Marines, then, as- |

+ overnment

U. 8.}

than the opinion of i Aght-
ing man on the . secne; how- -
ever, It goes to the roots o

military crisis, with everybody
watching.
~ The credibllity problem he-
gan the very night that Presi«
[dent Johnson made the deci=.
sion to send in the Marines,
the might of April 28.°

The Chief Executive, de-
termined to prevent another

[{Cuba, called in Congressional -

leaders of both parties and in-.

[Aformed them of his grave de-

cision. Adm. William F. Ra-

rours~earlier as the new di-

J|rector of the Central Intelli-

gence Agency, warned the
Congtessmen of the danger of

Communist-Castro-style
akeover in Santo Domingo.

1] The New York Herald Tri-

une was the first newspaper
in the nation to report what
ad taken place at this meet
ng—and to report that the
resident was acting not only
0-save American lives, but in
he hope of preventing a Com-
wnist ‘Uprising. .
On the night, of Apru 28,

however, . Mi. Johnson, in a
wo-mmute televised - state-

ent to the nation, sald sim-
ly. that he had .dispatched
he Marines “in order to pro-
ect American lives.” He made
no “mention of - the “alleged
ommunist threat looming in
he background. The ommis-
fon surprised -some ' ‘of . the’
Congressmen., -

The next da,y, the White

House insisted that the Ma-
rines had landed for th.

. son given, to protect Ame; ican
lives. Not until Sunday May 2,
four nights later, did the Pres-

u,"

. ident make any direct mention

s+'of Communists.
modern government tzying\m;'-

settle a complex political and’

That night he said on TVA:

“And what began as a popular

“democratic revolution, com-

mitted to democracy and so- .

¢ial justice, very shortly .

‘moved and was taken over and .

really seized and placed into
the hands of a band of Come,
munist conspirators.”

Could it be that the Com-
munists had appeared in the

revolt only after April 28 and -

- before May 2? Not so. On May
.4, -the President spoke to a

born, sworn in less than seven=~Eroup of key Congressmen in

the East Room of the White
House, The officlal-transcript -
includes this statement::

“In our first meeting that
‘night (referring to April 28)
from 3 o'clock when we got '
our c¢able, until 7 o’clock when
we met with the CoOngres-
stonal leaders, our Intelligence:

_indicated that two -of the..

prime leaders in the xrebel
forces were men with a long..
~history of Communist asso-_
clation and insurrections. One
had fought in. the Spanish
Civil War and both had been’
given detailed lengthy train-
ing in-operations of this type.

“As reparts canze.n, as they .
do every few minutes, it devels
oped there were eight of those
who. were in the movement
that had been trained by
Communlst forces.” -

- In short, the Administration -
had first "denied, then ad-
"mitted, that one motive for
;landing Marines wes the fear

to the
» with Gen, Imbert to this end,«

of a Communist fakeover of
the revolt. Soon, & new cxedi-r
billty pxoblem arose.

The U. 8. encouraged Gen s

Imbert to set up his new mili-?3

tary junta as.a counterforce!
rebels, Ncgobnuoms

‘reportedly took place on the 3
U, S. aireraft carrier Boxer.,!
With the rebels pinned down“
in the southern Cludad Nueva ) 3
quaxtex the Imbert forces last,s

.Saturday were free to move:

agalnst one group of 1ebels
porth of the U. S.-held cor-i
ridor cutting = across Santoi

Domingo, 4

But the news 1epo1ts and,
films of U. 8. Marines assistaj
ing the junta endangered the,
U, 8. posture in Latin Amer-:
ca and the world, They raised!
at lec.. the specter of an,
American’. Hungay, with:
" American forces mowing down

. underdog rebels as the Rus=

-sians did'ip Budapest in 1956“

So the Insistence in the past;1 .

two days that the U. S. policy;
is one of “neutrality.” But if,]
as.the President sald.on May
.2, “Communist conspirators”:
have seized the revolt, why. is}

“the U.-8, neutral"?

Faclng that dilemma, the.L

policymakers have said little .'a'

in recent days about Comer
munists in the 1ebe1 »move--
nent. d

Like -a series of
boxes, -each Administration™

‘explanation has in.turn led’

t5 another, The result has.
been that officials already,
" busy trying to settle the crlsls:
In the Dominican’ republlc‘
have had to take time out tm
deal with ths credibmty crisxsq
a home. . i
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